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. Electricity rates are soaring. So isthe eXecutivecampensation has saared as' sumers. But it is the role of the DPUC
compensatian af the tap executiv~ at electricityratesincrease. NUis the parent to,}'iOrkto.ensure that utility rates are

the utilitycompanies. ConnecticutLight companyaf CL&PandYanke.~~as;Tbis \sufficient;butn.a marethan,sufficient,ta
& Pawer executives receive nilllians af blaatedexecutivecornpensatianhasin- 'pravidercliabl~andaffardableelectricity
dallarsincompensatian atthe same time juredconsumersasCL&P'srateincreases in Connecticut
accumulatirig rate increases framti1e and federal subsidies to. unregulated Cansumers can demand DPUC

DepaltntentafUtilityControl (DPUC) •. pawergeneratarshavedaubled electric- .. a,(::tian.Th~J,n~erin which infarma"
a state agency supparted by taxpayer itycast$ in just faur.years ... tian ab~ed~arn' the companies is
dallars. The DPUC is purpartedly the The DPUC rnakesitdifficultfarciti~. diSclased, 'esi>eclallyr:egarding execu­
cOnsumer"watchdag:'Itsstatedpurpose zensto. analyzeexecuiivecampensatian. tive compeI1$atian paCkages,is crucial.
is "to.ensure that safe, re).iable,madern The dataiSaut-af-date and isburied and lr}.additian, a windfall' prafits refund
and fairlypriced utility servicesare avail- scattered thraughautJmblic diSclasures direcily to consumers is warranted, as
able thraughaut Connecticut:' /. making theinfarmation confusing and well as· the creatian af a public electric

But in recent years the DPUC has mean'ingless. ,The' discl6suresda nat authority thatcanbuy, selland generate
acted in the best interestS af the utility .. less expensivepawer.
companies; Thanks; in part, to. the de- Two. bills were intraduced into. the

regulatiahaftheelectricpawerindust:l'}) '.' '.'.< .'. '" ' ..... GeneralAssemblythiSpastsessian.Botl1
electricity rates in 'Connecticut have Tile eivicBeat wauJd ,have helpednl1tpayers. Bath
daubled in the past faur years. " . i . measures died.HB 5819creates a Public

In December 2007, Connecticut CHARLENE·LA VOIE PawerAutharity,whichintroclucesanew
Attarney General Richard Blinnel1thal player into. the market with the gaal af
appased CL&P's $190 millian, 4.6- abtainingthelawest cast electricity far

percent rate increase request, calliIig it detail the fullscape qfexecutive com-. ratepayers. It alSo..directs that all pawer
an "unju$tified-wiShlist;' and urged the p~nsatian and haw 11?ucl1'af it is paid pl¥1ts blJiltlwith public dallars be regu­
DPUC to. rejectitThe request included far by custamers. '.. ,late.q artdwauld pravide competitian
Inilliansaf dallars in perks for its already , The attarney general recommended .with~pIivaie· gerieratorsand utilities to.

well-paidexecutives-'- including retire- \ a standardized annual filing that wauld .the'.benefit af ratepayers ..
mentbenefitsabave andbeyand existing shaweach company's executiveCom~ . ".....HB'5815 establishes a new missian
pensian plans. Compensatianpaid to. pensatian in a straightfarward farmat .....siatementfarthe DPUC that requires it

utility company executives, including and require each utility to pravide the (taa0:in,t1i~Pl1blicinterestandconsider
incentivebanuses that extend well be- amaunt paiq'far by the campapy's . custo~e~;,se,wce)why' do. taxpayers
yand base salaries, is considerable and i,custamers versus its sharehalders. Such ,.fund this;agency:,if ..this is,nat already

custamers, nat sharehalders, bear mast' infarmatian wauld height~n publi\= .the.missian?);l~aIsQrefluiresthe use af
af the cost Also included is a rNuestfar . awareness,lawerexecutivepayandperks adnriniStT;itiv~la}ijiidg~s during ..the.
funding af a large number af managers and balster cansumer cailfidence ..• hearing process'ipste<idofthe cOmmis­
..:,- nat because they are needed naw, On June 4, the attarneygerieralan- sianers tareducepalitiail influence. In
but because they may be needed in the naunced that his affice is challenging ,. additian, there isapravisian to.natifythe
future! ' the DPUC draft decisian thittwauld legislaturewhenadecisianwillresultin

The attarne.y general cammented· enable NU to. raise its rates, stating that rate.incre~.

thattheseperks"simplyreflectcorpor;ite NUneeds no niteincrease and deserv~s" Visit sfute.ctus/dpuc ar ckn. 860-
'gteeqmtherthan need-:-'andre,,~a nor~teincre~~,. '; , ....•...•...•~27-J553ta Y9iceyaur concern. Sup-
,distUrbing clisregard'for the econalIllC .. ,. Canne8icutalr~dysuffersthehigh- PPrttheabayerrieas~eby. cantacting

, pr~sslJ,l'~s'Jacing.the consUll1ers;'andi est electricity riltes in the cantinental, " lkp,:GeOrg~Wll~r (Gearge.Wllber@
'.remarked that thiS rate increase waUld United States. This cUrient cliffiate9f •. cga.ct.gavYand Sen;Andrew Rarabacl<
."compaunda series.af unfair and un- econamic ~dyersity is the warsttime to'· .(Aridrew.Rarab'ack@cga.ctgav). ' .'
reasonable increases:' .increaseburde.ris anhameaWners aridCharkne LflVoie is the community

A:..2008repaitfil~Q. by Nartheast struggling businesses lawyer in .Winsted. Her office is funded
Utilities(NU) with the Securities; and The attarney general is to.be lauded by the Shafeek Nader Trust for the Com-

, Exchange. Commission revealed tha't far his effartsaribehalfafutility cqn-, lnut!ityJrtterest.
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