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Charlene La Voie is the community
. lawyer in VVinsted.Heroffice isfunded

bythe~hafeek Nader Trust for the
Commu~ity Interest.

T-----------
Less~h01~at"~d:·

<-'-, •. ,':. y. '.::.'" ' '.,,' . \ ,0: . :','_,_:. ,- ">'''-'', -t"' ';'.; , " -:.,: ''».~.::" " : ,- ,.'.,; ',," ~- ". ~ - •

, ' ,

·L)·O:¥b;"tl1:r"hO$~\tol"k
T..··.he Republicansupermajority .••..... ,." . is,~ affr6ntto all citizens who havew~elected to the Board .of " .j>: •~/.• ' .....: .. voll1n~e~r~dfor town commissions
. Selectmen in Winsted lastyea,r The CIV1C Beat and a threat to those who would

with 46 percentofthevote-"elow C' ToU' volunteer .
. ...• . fth . br F HARLENELl\.vOIE •••a ma,}oqtyo. evoting pu .~c. our , .' .. '..

of the five have never held elective . Governance is the fundamental

office,yet theychargedonto the scene super-majority insisted' 011 a 1,78- means by""hich.elected officialscon­
as though they had a mandate. In the mill7 ,s-percentincreaseinthe ne~t~ep,Jlblicto the municipality.

'shortsevel) months since November budget. ••.. '.. '. Repr~~ePtation,decision-making,
2007,the.self-proclaimed "business- The'defad~:R~publi~firstselect- 'stewar4ship and ascountability are
men" on. the Republican-controlled l11anattribute'dY1ebJfdget failure tobasicst<inda~d~'for proper gover­
Board of Selectmen have: . hard economic.times the next day.. nance.The fiduciary, ethical and

.' pismi~~ed a town ma,nager at a 'But then;allllessage was delivered' moral duti,~sas public servants are
h~fty cost to taxpayers c, by the town manager, who said that all part of the equation, as are the

.• Hired an interim town manager citizens could eXpect a."slash-and" balance between transparency and
at a cost to taxpayers burn process." Does this mean that confidentiality,theuse of sound judg-

• Conducted a search and hired a selectmen have vengeance in mind ment, and actions that are ethically
· town manager at a cost to taxpayers when fashioning the next budget defensible.Public officialsmust keep

• Dismissed a bond issue to ad- instead of prudent stewardship of tax all this in mind if they aim to keep the
dress badly needed infrastructure dollars and a caring for' their fellow public ~ust.
problems, at along-term cost to citizens? Therpre lessons that citizens can
taXpayers The sheer nastinessof the removal take frain theseevents.Itisno mystery

•Duplicated schoolbuildirtg com- of George Clossol1speaks volumes that when citizens sense injustice,
mittee efforts by disgarding already about h()w this. Republican super- are focused on i,ssuesthat matter to
paid-for architectural studies and majority is .governing. A volunteer them, then do their homework and
retaining another architectural firm .commission Illemberwh6 has served take a public stand, they willsucceed..

· at.a cost to taxpayers.. on Planning &Zoning for more than Such citizen a.Stionreminds uswhat a
, '. Removed avollmteer land ~use, 10years, two aschairman, isremoved, Vibrant democracy can be like..

sommissionchairmanwithoutcause; '. for no good reason. The public com- Pay attention, get involved, get
'no "V he must fight in court to regain mentsofan unsavorydevelopermake informed and look fon-vard to No­
his reputation and position, at a cost it ~Videntthat they were "out to get vember 2009.
to taxpayers George:'

~Proposed a1.78-mill/7.12"per- But the more thepublic condemns
cel1t increase in' the town budget the treatment of a citizen volunteer,

,during a, recessi?n ,wit?, gro\\,hlg thehaughtier Y1efirsts~lectman,and
~unel,llpI9yment,)ncreasmg energy his cohorts become. This behavior
and food costs burdening taxpayers
further . ,

'. Dem'onstrated ~'(:oinplete lack
of respect for fellowelected officials

, and contempt for dtizens•••
The aCti~ns 9f this Republican

super-majority reflecta fundamental
misunderstanding of the role of elect­
ed representatives in a democratic
society. ThegovemiI1-g style df the
inexperience4Republican supet~ma­
jorit}' is based on personal interests,
exrediency,a"rriywtyorthe highway"
'attitude and dowmightnastiness. Can,
weafford this approach to governing
until November 20o.9? , .... "

'~:1!:(Thebud'efWas'sotihdl' '.defeated ""
" '····tJi' .. b ,·"P.:, (c,o> ,ri1-""""~",h"""~'~"""9· on e aSlS'0 me commol1~sense, '
'of the people who understand the
economy today. Yet. the .so-called
"businessmen': of the Republican
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