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a political pamphlet entitled “A Summary
View of the Rights of British America” In
the spring of 1776, Jefferson composed a
draft of a proposed constitution for Vir-
ginia. On June 27, while Jefferson was in
Philadelphia,a portion ofhis draft constitu-
tionwasadoptedasthepreambletothe Vir-
ginia Constitution. In preparation for his
draft of the Declaration of Independence
Jefferson relied heavily on his draft of the
proposed constitution for Virginia, as well
as George Mason’s Declaration of Rights,
adopted by Virginia on June 12,1776, and
Richard Henry Lee’s resolution.

Changes were proposed by Adams and
Franklin, and after Jefferson completed his
worlk, it is believed that he prepared a “fair
copy” or revised document to be presented
to Congress. The rough draft contains cor-
rections,additionsand deletions, primarily
in Jefferson’s hand, made by Adams and
Franklin, the Committee of Five, and later
by Congress.
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On June 28, the Committee of Five pre-
sented to Congress the document entitled
“A Declaration by the Representatives of
the United States of America in General
Congress assembled.” Jefferson’s text was
presented to the Comunittee of the Whole
for discussion after Lee’s resolution was
approved by Congress on Monday, July 2.
For three days, Jefferson sat and listened
while members of the Continental Con-
gress altered his worlk. The most significant
change was the elimination of a paragraph
thatrestricted the slave tradeand staternents
denouncingthe people of England for their
participation in a war against the colonies.
The process of revision continued into the
latemorningofJuly4. Thenthe churchbells
rangout over Philadelphia: The Declaration
was officially adopted.
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