By RAY ROUTHIER stained from the vote, 5
. Courant Staff Writer Then the four — Republicans Wil-
% E s liam H. MeCabe and Franeis J.
WINSTED - "&p effort to rein-

O’Neill Jr. and Democrats James A
Pettit and Nancy Peters Habbal —
voted 4-3 to authorize the town attor-
ney to defend mmmmoﬁﬂm.: against the

state fired Town Manager Wayne
Dove and avoid a lawsuit fajled by a
4-2 vote of selectmen during a spe.
cial meeting Friday night, X
Democratic Selectman Briap W.
Sullivan made a motion to rescind
the Nov. 18 vote to fire Dove, hoping
the move woulg end a lawsuit
brought by two residents asking for a
referendum on Doye’s fate. :
. “If you’d rethink removing Wayne:
all these problems would go away,”.
Suilivan said before the vote. Jrase S
~ But the same four selectmen who
Yoted to dismiss Dove Nov. 18 voted ~ they should fight the suit becayse he
-fo table Sullivan’s motion until the . believes jt challenges the right of
-legal matter is settled. Sullivan ab- Selectmen to make certain decisions,

lawsuit,

Democratic Selectman Walter D.
Miller had asked that no more than
$3,000 be spent on the defense, byt
his amendment failed, 4-3. Town At-
torney Mark Svonkin, whose fee is
$90 an hour, said he had no estimate

-~ on how mueh the court battle would
-cost, e ; i

~: Svonkin said

he told selectmen

“These statements that this suit
will tear the town apart are ridicu-
- lous,” Sullivan said. e e -

. The cormplaint, filed Wednesday
_on behalf of Audrey Kelsey and Ruth
- Wheeler, asks thaf 4 referendum be
held on selectmen’s Nov. 18 vote

declaring their intention to fire
UO<®. e .‘ \, ;

In writing the complaint, commuy-

nity lawyer Charlene LaVoie, whose

- position is funded by the Shafeek

Nader Trust, argued that the town’s

charter guarantees residents the

right to a referendum on any resolu-

- tion passed by selectman, except for

- resolutions firing an employee. o]

are asking
tmen’s res-
ent fo fire

-+ But the two residents
fora referendum on selee
- olution stating .Em.mw.,wn.n

. accepting
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Also on Wednesday, ‘Superior’
Court Judge Anne C. Dranginis is-
sued a temporary injunction against
selectmen from firing Dove unfil the ,
question of a referendum is decided. |
Dove will not be officially fired unti]
selectmen vote a second time, = |

A hearing on the complaint jg|
scheduled for Monday in Superior
Court in Litchfield. . .. : .

Also  at the meeting m_wEww_.,.J
McCabe said that selectmen will be|

resumes from candidates |
for the position of acting town man- |

. BBEE TR Ly g Dby B
v Currently, Town Clerk William |
_Riiska is in that position, but hag

asked that the mmHmQEm.n muq mmEm-_

sy At e e ;




