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WINSTED - Townspecple
voted Monday to bring the town
budget vropesal ic an Aug. i3
referendum, the same day pro-
posed $10.2 million water filtra-
tion plant will be decided.

Mayoer Jehn ¥. G
25 people gathered for the annual
budget meeting he would not ac-
cept the budget referendum date
of Aug. 15 because of a technical-
ity.

State statues allew the referen-
“dum to be heid seven to 14 days ™"
after the submission of a petition
for referendurn.

But referendum hours are 8
a.m. te 8 p.m. If the budget ref-
erendum was to be Aug. 15, it
would be one hour beyond the 14
days allowed by statute, Gauger
said. In refusing to consider the
Aug. 15 date, he was protecting
the town from a legal challenge,
he said.

Gauger said he posted the town
meeting for 7 p.m., which in ef-
fect eliminated the Aug. 15 date.
“Thal’s my responsibility,” he
saig. ) :

Some residents have speculatcd

auger fold the '

if both referendums are held on
the same day, they will fail. -
Gauger opposes the $21,194,449 "
proposed budget and has spo:{en“i

- against the water filtration plant.”

When asked whether it was a:
scheme to have both votes on the
same day, Gauger said, “No."" ..

Although -the Secretary :of
State’s office frowned on having
both votes on the same day it is
fegal, Town Attorney Kevin F.°
Nchig'm said. “it’s a:structural
issue working it, (but) legally we
can, ”? Nelligan smd

““The logistics of the referendum

will be difficult, Susan Mahoney, |
a moederator, _said. Each voting
area at Pearson Scheol will have:
to be separated, with" different.
entrances and exits, she said.
“You're ask’ng for traubje i she'
said.
Commumuy lawyer CHarIene*
LaVoie advocated having both
votes on the same day for-conve- *
nience. ““The point is what's easi- -
est and best for the Votmg pub—,
lic,” she said. ;
Aithougﬂ this will’ be the thI d
vote on the fiscal 1995 budget,:

" See BUDGET , page A4

Eudget water plant votes set

(Continued from page Al)

townspeople still voiced their
opinion at Monday’s meeting.
Some members of the Winches-
ter Taxpayers Association, which
_has spearheaded the budget ref-
erendums, talked about town
employees and how labor cuts
should be considered.
. Selectman Porter C. Griffin II1
urged Richard Westervelt, presi-

dent of the taxpayers group, to .

submit propesed labor -cuts,
rather than making “ﬂowery
_statements

Rosemarie LaGueux com-
plained of the Board of Education
hiring two administrators without
combining positions. She called
the action arrogant. “Until they

start listening to what the real
world is like, I'm not going to vote
for (the budget),” she said.

Board of Education Chairman

Virginia Dethy emotionally

warned the 25 people at the town

the town, but also personal rela-
: tmnsh:ps w1tb1n 1t .

meeting the town was heading for
disaster, and destroying not only .

“Every single one of us knows
something’ that is wrong, and
we're sitting here serewing each
other and screwing this town o
she said.

Dr. Willilam Arquette said it
was ludicrous for the town to be
embroiled in a budget battle that
involves expense, hassle and bad
publicity - when some taxpayers

-may see a $90 increase in taxes

annually under the proposed 1.49
mill rate increase in the budget.

The taxpayers group does not

~want taxes to be increased.



