By Charlene LaVoie
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This article originally appeared
in the 6-7-91 issue of the Tor-
rington Register Citizen. Atty. Lavoie
asked that we reprint it because the
company mentioned is now trying 10
puild a plant in Harwinion. Lavoie is
the community lawyer in Winsred.

It is ironic that New Hartford
lamented the loss of the compost fa-
cility in the June 13 Register Citizen
article. New Hartford should be
thankful that they will not be dealing
with IPS and its new parent, Whee-
labrator Technologies Inc.

The age-old process of compost-
ing mixes dry wasi€ like tree stumps,
leaves and grass clippings with oOr-
ganic wel material like sewcr sludge,
and lets it sit awhile until it becomds
a dry mulch. Composting 18 environ-
mentally and economically
sound.Doing business with Wheela-
brator is Dol ’

IPS, a Connecticut-grown com-
pany with sound environmental goals,
decided to make composting technol-
ogy — adaptable 10 community needs
__ gvailable on a large gcale and pro-
vided communities with the guidance
1o build and operate composting fa-
cilities. Unfortunaiely, Wheelabra-
tor Technologies Inc. purchased IPSs
earlier this  year. Wheelabrator
Technologies lnc., owned by Waste
Management Inc., is the largest
wasie-management business in the
country. 1PS 18 gone. What exists is @
pany notorious for making deals
mntageous to it, but which posses
financial and environmental prob-
1ems for the hast community.

Refore the Wheelabrater take-
over, TBS assisted Fairfield, a town of
50.000, in building a 6-bay com-
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